Mohs micrographic surgery for cutaneous malignancies: A focus review of its indications in pediatric age groups.
Mohs micrographic surgery (MMS) is a highly specialized technique that has been successful in the treatment of a variety of skin tumors. The technique can be performed as an outpatient procedure and encompasses surgical excision and intraoperative assessment of tumor margins in one setting by the same physician. The process ensures precise margin control with maximal preservation of healthy tissues. Mohs micrographic surgery has been practiced worldwide, including in the United States, Europe (United Kingdom, Germany, Spain, Netherlands, Switzerland), and Australia. Although it is commonly performed in adults with greater success, it has been discussed less frequently in children. In this article, we describe several cutaneous tumors in children and the role of Mohs micrographic surgery in their management. A PubMed search was conducted to review the most common cutaneous tumors in children treated using Mohs micrographic surgery. In this review, we discuss indications for Mohs micrographic surgery and pertinent studies examining success rates in children. Mohs micrographic surgery has been used to treat several tumors in children and offers the advantage of high cure rates and tissue conservation. This report emphasizes the benefits of Mohs micrographic surgery in children and highlights several cutaneous tumors for which it has been used to treat successfully.